
Dear Annie: I was close to
“Bob” in college. Four years
ago, when he married “Sue,”
whom I vaguely knew, I was
the only one of his friends to
attend her bachelorette party.
A few years after their wed-
ding, I flew across the country
and stayed with them for a
while. I had fun and sent a
nice gift afterward.

When I later learned the
whereabouts of a mutual
friend who had fallen off the
face of the earth, I suggested
we all visit him, but Sue was
adamantly against it. She had
been close to this guy in col-
lege and said I should respect
his wishes to be left alone. So
I didn’t go.

Since then, I’ve had this
vibe that I’ve been dumped as
a friend. They are both on
Facebook, but don’t acknowl-
edge my membership. I still
send Christmas cards and oc-
casional letters, but only rarely
get a reply -- and it’s always
short.

I would like to visit again,
but I hesitate. Bob has never
been great at initiating contact,
and Sue and I are not that
chummy. Should I confront
Bob and end the mystery? Or
should I assume this is just
how they operate? — Vancou-
ver, Wash.

Dear Vancouver: It is not
uncommon for some wives to
subtly discourage friendships
between their husbands and
other women. Plus, you might
have triggered something that
made Sue uncomfortable. A
confrontation will only bring

denial. If you
want to main-
tain the friend-
ship, you will
have to make
the greater ef-
fort. Continue
sending cards
and letters,
and be espe-
cially friendly
to Sue. Let
them know
when you’ll be
in their area,

and suggest meeting for din-
ner. In time, the friendship
will either warm up or fizzle
out on its own.

Dear Annie: We recently
hosted a barbecue for our
son’s 18th birthday. We invit-
ed members of his sports
team and their parents, along
with a few other friends. Over
the past four years, most par-
ents have hosted at least one
event for the team, so we
thought this would be a good
time.

We were not expecting
gifts, but guests all brought
cards. It occurred to me that
some might include gifts, and
I didn’t want to embarrass
anyone, so I put the cards
away. The next morning my
son opened them, and they all
contained various amounts of
money. Thank-you notes will
be sent.

My question is: Did I make
a faux pas by not opening the
cards that night? Also, most of
these people had never been
to my home. Am I a snob if I
don’t offer to show them

around? Am I a show-off if I
do? — New at Hosting

Dear New: You’re fine. The
cards should not have been
opened at the party. As for
your home, it’s OK to offer to
show guests around when you
have a small group over.
When you are entertaining a
large crowd outside, however,
you should not be ignoring
some of your guests in order
to give others a guided tour.

Dear Annie: Your advice to
“Debbie” was dangerous.
Please don’t tell her to put a
lock on her bedroom door. In
case of fire or other emer-
gency, interior doors must not
be locked. In a rental, locks on
bedroom doors are often ille-
gal. In new home construc-
tion, keys to locked doors are
placed in view on the trim
above the door. Everyone
should know where the keys
are.

Another error people make
in their homes is thinking that
a window screen will prevent
someone from falling out of
the window. — David

Dear David: Those are ex-

cellent warnings, but we think
you might have misunder-
stood this particular case. Deb-
bie doesn’t want to lock her-
self in, which could be
dangerous. She wants an exte-
rior lock so her sister cannot
steal her things when she’s
out. When Debbie’s in the
room, it is not necessary to
keep it locked.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sug-
ar, longtime editors of the Ann
Landers column. Please e-mail
your questions to anniesmail-
box@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, P.O. Box
118190, Chicago, IL 60611.
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2461 E. State St. 

in HERMITAGE TOWNE PLAZA

$3 For All Shows

For Showtimes, Call  724-983-7737
All Screens feature Digital Sound 

& Stadium Luxury Seating

2996 E. State St.
in Hermitage 
Behind Lowe’s in 

the old Ames site.
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www. moviescoop.com
For Showtimes, Call 724-981-7180

FFererrara’srara’s
Italian Specialty StoreOpening 

December

3rd

Featuring...Hot & Cold Deli Items, 
Boars Head Deli Meats, In-Store Bakery, 

Gluten Free Products, Convenience Store Items
Pizza Delivery on Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Starting December 1st

1208 Hall Avenue  • Sharon, PA 
724-347-1247724-347-1247

$$11.00.00 OFF
PER POUND BOAR’S HEAD MEATS

Expires 12/18/09

Jason Kapusta/Herald

The Cat in the Hat passes out some candy at the 12th annual Hermitage Light Parade.  The storybook prankster was
among dozens of costumed characters and others who worked the crowd of thousands Saturday evening along the East
State Street route.

And the winning
entries are ...

Good weather brought out
the throngs to Saturday’s Her-
mitage Holiday Light parade.
City officials estimated 22,000
to 24,000 — believed to be a
record for the 12th annual pa-
rade — lined East State Street
to watch colorful floats, high
school bands and Santa Claus
march by. Usually, the parade
attracts about 15,000.

Here are the award winners
among the parade entries:

ä Nonprofit — American
Cancer Society Relay for Life,
Lori’s Angels, first; YMCA,
second; Kedron Lodge
#389/Farrell OES 156, third;
Grace Chapel Community
Church, fourth; and Holy Trin-

ity Lutheran Church, honor-
able mention. 

ä School — Hopscotch
Preschool, first, Notre Dame
School, second; and Tender
Care Learning Center, third.

ä Bands — Reynolds High
School, first; and Kennedy
Catholic High School, second.

ä Entertainment — Sensa-
tions Baton Corps, first; and
Twirling Angels, second

These Iceberg Award were
given:

ä Corporate A, for over 30
feet in length — First Nation-
al Bank, first; PNC Bank, sec-
ond; and Lowes, third.

ä Corporate B, under 30
feet in length — Cattron, first;
Home Depot, second; and
Scott’s Furniture, third.

ä Municipal, local and

county officials/fire depart-
ments — Hermitage Volun-
teer Fire Department, first; US
Army Reserves 347th Quarter-
master Co., second; Clark Vol-
unteer Fire Department, third;
and New Wilmington and
South Pymatuning volunteer
fire departments, honorable
mentions.

ä Community — Augie
Staunch for his antique car.

These special recognition
awards were handed out: 

ä Twinkle Award, present-
ed to the entry with the
brightest lights — First Na-
tional Bank.

ä Santa's Choice, present-
ed to the entry exhibiting the
most holiday spirit — Kedron
Lodge #389/Farrell OES 156.

ä Most Unique, presented

to the entry demonstrating a
creative and unique float de-
sign — American Cancer Soci-
ety Relay for Life, Lori’s An-
gels.

ä Most Entertaining, pre-
sented to the entry with the
best holiday music or enter-
tainment theme — Grace
Chapel Community Church.

ä William Scanlon Judges
Award — Neshannock Al-
liance Church.

ä Judges’ Choice, present-
ed as the judges’ choice for
special recognition to entries
that creatively combined
bright lights and holiday spirit
— Twirling Angels, Sensa-
tions Baton Corps, Flynn's
Tire & Auto, Wallace &
Pancher, Sharon Fire Depart-
ment and TJ Maxx.

Parade crowd surpasses
organizers’ expectations
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Don’t confront or give up on distant friend

HOLIDAY
CLOSINGS

Here are some of the busi-
nesses and services affected
by the Thanksgiving holiday:

ä PennDOT driver license
and photo centers will be
closed Thursday and Friday.
Driver and vehicle services
are available online at:

www.dmv.state.pa.us
ä The Herald will publish

as usual Thursday morning.
ä Mercer County Historical

Society will be closed Thurs-
day. Friday hours are 10 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

ä Federal, state and local
government offices will be
closed Thursday except for
emergency services such as
police, fire and 911.

ä There will be no mail de-
livery Thursday.

’TIS BETTER
TO GIVE

Toys for Tots
SHARON —Penn State

Shenango holds a toy drive to
benefit the Marine Corps Re-
serve Toys for Tots Founda-
tion. A community collection
drive will be held at the Her-
mitage Wal-Mart Super Center
from 12:30 through 6:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, staffed by
Shenango campus students,
faculty and staff.  All new toys
are welcome.

The mission of the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Reserve Toys for
Tots Program is to collect
new, unwrapped toys during
October, November and De-
cember each year, and distrib-
ute those toys as Christmas
gifts to needy children in the
community in which the cam-
paign is conducted.

Penn State Shenango will
continue collecting for Toys
for Tots through Friday, Dec.
11, in the campus bookstore
located in McDowell Hall and
in Sharon Hall, rooms 103 and
214.

Information: Jennifer Jewell,
campus chairperson for this
project, at 724-983-2886.

Applications for Toys for
Tots can be obtained by call-
ing the Mercer County Family
Center at 724-588-2404.

Urban League
FARRELL — The Shenan-

go Valley Urban League, 601
Indiana Ave., Farrell, will spon-
sor a Secret Santa Christmas
gift collection to benefit
Joshua’s Haven, a homeless
men’s shelter in Sharon.

Gifts from the following list
of items can be taken to the
Urban League between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m. weekdays through
Dec. 9 to be wrapped by stu-
dents in the Urban League’s
NULITES youth program.

The list includes white
socks, slippers, headbands,
shaving cream, shampoo, ther-
mal underwear and socks, and
large or extra large pajama
pants, T-shirts (regular or
long-sleeve) or sweatshirts. To
participate, call Erin Houston,
education director, 724-981-
5310.

Slovak Home
FARRELL — The First Slo-

vak Workingmen’s Education-
al Club Home of Sokol USA
Lodge 103 in Farrell is collect-
ing toys and monetary gifts
through Christmas for the
Children’s Aid Society, Mer-
cer; the Marine Corps Reserve
Toys for Tots Campaign,
Greenville; and for the lodge’s
annual children’s Christmas

party at the club.
New toys and money can

be dropped off from 7 a.m. to
midnight daily including week-
ends.

Mercer State Police
MERCER — In conjunction

with Mercer County Chil-
dren’s Aid Society, the Mercer
Barracks of Pennsylvania State
Police will be collecting toys
for Mercer County children
who may otherwise not get
gifts during the holiday sea-
son. New, unwrapped toys will
be accepted 24 hours a day
through Dec. 11 in the bar-
racks, U.S. Route 62 in Jack-
son Center.

Presents for Patients
MERCER COUNTY —

With help from the communi-
ty, residents of Mercer County
nursing, assisted living and
personal care homes will have
a merrier holiday through Pre-
sents for Patients. Community
members are asked to adopt
the residents by agreeing to
personally deliver a small gift
to them. These establishments
are involved for their resi-
dents:

ä Ashby’s Personal Care
Home, 752 Stambaugh Ave.,
Sharon — eight residents. 

ä Ashby’s Personal Care
Home West, 101 Fifth Ave.,
Sharon — eight.

ä Bentley House, 2400 Gar-
den Way, Hermitage — 40.

ä Countryside Convales-
cent Home, 8221 Lamor Road,
East Lackawannock Township
— 118.

ä Grove Manor, 435 N.
Broad St., Grove City — 97. 

ä Hospitality Care Center,
3726 E. State St., Hermitage
— 33.

ä Juniper Village at the
Shenango Inn, 1330 Kimberly
Road, Sharon — 95.

To get involved, individuals,
families, business and civic
groups may contact the pro-
gram headquarters by phone
at 724-443-0011 or online at
www.presentsforpatients.com

Gutchies for Kidz
HERMITAGE — As part of

the Gutchies for Kidz program
Quota International of Her-
mitage is collecting new paja-
mas for children in Mercer
County. Please drop off boys
and girls pajamas in the sizes
of 4-14 at the following Her-
mitage locations: 

ä Knott’s Interiors, 1505 N.
Hermitage Road. 

ä Je’riel Fashions, 1550 E.
State St.

ä Greenville Savings Bank,
550 N. Hermitage Road.

‘Tis better to give is a season-
al column published as space
permits. Send written informa-
tion to Nancy Ash, The Herald,
Box 51, Sharon 16146.


